
'I t in e ra n t P re a c h e rs  o f  S ed itio n ’: th e  Redmond 
B r o th e r s ’ T o u r o f  A u s tra lia  in 1883

by  D r  J e f f  K il d e a

I n t r o d u c t io n

D uring the  19th cen tu ry  a q u arte r of im m igrants to A ustralia  cam e from Ireland. 
A lthough the  Irish in  A ustralia  w ere a  m inority, they  were a  su b stan tia l one, in 
sufficient n u m b ers  to m ake a  significant con tribu tion  to the  political, economic 
and  social life of the  A ustralian  colonies. They were also a  rich source of funds 
for the  Irish Parliam entary  Party after its em ergence in the  1870s as the m ain 
constitu tional vehicle dedicated to agitating for Irish hom e rule. As a  result, 
envoys of the party  m ade frequent visits to the  Antipodes to prom ote the  cause, 
raising  in the  process large sum s of m oney to take  back  home.

One of the  first of such  visits occurred in 
1883, w hen Jo h n  Redm ond, the m em ber 
for New Ross, County Wexford, and  his 
b ro ther William toured  A ustralia and 
New Zealand from February  to December 
to prom ote the  Irish National League and 
to estab lish  b ranches there. The tim ing 
of their visit could not have been worse. 
One week after their arrival, the colonial 
new spapers received news of the police 
court hearings in Dublin of the m en 
accused  of the  Phoenix Park m urders.
The sordid details of th a t ghastly  crime 
by a  gang of extrem e Irish nationalists 
prom pted  a  wave of an ti-Irish  sentim ent 
in the colonies, resu lting  in acrim ony both 
betw een the  colonial Irish and  their fellow 
colonists and  w ithin the  Irish-A ustralian 
com m unity  itself. As representatives of 
na tiona lis t Ireland, the Redm onds soon 
cam e to be characterised  by elem ents of 
the  colonial p ress as extrem ists, with one 
new spaper describing Jo h n  Redm ond as 
an  ‘itineran t p reacher of sed ition’. In the 

end, however, the  to u r  proved a  success, no t only in financial term s and  in 
prom oting the  cause  of Irish hom e ru le in  A ustralia, b u t also in  netting  each of 
the  b ro thers  an  A ustralian  wife.1

A  T o r r id  T o u r

The Redm ond b ro thers  began their to u r of A ustralia  w hen they  landed  at 
Glenelg, n ea r Adelaide, in S outh  A ustralia  on Monday, 5 February, 1883. For 
the  next ten  m on ths they  travelled th o u sa n d s  of kilom etres and  addressed  
m ore th a n  200 m eetings a ttended  by ten s  of th o u san d s  of people in  scores of 
tow ns and  cities in  all the  A ustralian  colonies except W estern A ustralia and  in 
New Zealand.
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In Adelaide the  Redm onds were welcomed w ith fanfare by th e ir colonial 
com patriots. Jo h n  gave a  m ajor ad d ress  a t  the  Adelaide Town Hall, a ttended  
by a  large an d  en th u siastic  crowd, including  m em bers of th e  S ou th  A ustralian  
parliam ent an d  the  Catholic Bishop of Adelaide. In h is speech  he criticised 
British rule in Ireland, 
attacked  landlordism  
and  outlined the 
program  of the  Irish 
National League, which 
had  recently superseded  
the  Land League formed 
in 1879 to agitate for 
te n a n ts ’ rights. William 
gave a  sho rte r speech, 
b u t in more fiery term s, 
arguing th a t reform 
was only ever “w rung 
from the G overnm ent of 
England by fierce and  
th rea tened  ag ita tion’. The forthright tone of bo th  add resses, particu larly  th a t  
of William, a t su ch  an  early stage of the  to u r  served to a rouse  th e  im m ediate 
hostility of the p ress bo th  in  Adelaide and  in th e  e a ste rn  colonies, w hich in  the  
norm al course needed little excuse to express disapproval of Irish  nationalism  
and  its proponents.

On 13 February  the  Redm onds left Adelaide for Sydney. They h ad  originally 
p lanned to travel via M elbourne. However, th e  unexpected  calling of 
parliam entary  elections in  Victoria to be held in  late  M arch led to the  change 
of plan . The Irish  Land W ar h ad  m ade Irish  issu es  con ten tious in  th e  colony 
and  the  Irish-C atholic prem ier. Sir B ryan O Toghlen, asked  the  to u r  organisers 
to keep the  b ro thers  away. His sensitivity  w as u n d e rs tan d ab le . The previous 
April, five MPs of Irish  heritage h a d  signed a n  ad d ress  com m em orating the  
centenary  of H enry G ra tta n ’s declaration  of Irish  legislative independence. The 
MPs were severely castigated  in  the  p ress  an d  in  the  parliam en t for having 
signed su ch  a  “treasonab le  an d  sed itious’ docum ent w hich h a d  referred  to the  
im perial governm ent a s  ‘a  foreign despo tism ’. In the  end  keeping the  Redm onds 
away did him  no good. His governm ent w as defeated a n d  m any  Irish  m em bers, 
including O’Loghlen him self, lost th e ir  seats.

The day th e  Redm onds left Adelaide th e  A ustra lian  p ress  briefly reported  th a t  13 
m en had  been  charged w ith the  m u rd er the  previous y ear of th e  Chief Secretary  
of Ireland, Lord Cavendish, an d  h is U ndersecretary  T hom as B urke. C avendish 
and  B urke h ad  been  w alking th ro u g h  Phoenix Park  on 6 May, 1882, w hen 
they were set u p o n  by a  group of ex trem ist fenians know n as  the  Invincibles 
and  stabbed  to death . In A ustralia , a s  elsew here, new s of the  a ssa ss in a tio n s  
was received w ith shock  an d  horror. Even a t the  best of tim es m ost of the 
m etropolitan dailies and  m any local new spapers were ill-disposed tow ards 
the Irish. Cable reports from England of Irish  ‘law lessness’ arising  from Land 
League activities had  fed their prejudices. News of the  Phoenix Park  m urders 
served to confirm  them .

Inland. Travel in 19C Australia
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By the  tim e the  Redm ond brothers 
arrived in  Sydney on 19 February 
the  A ustralian  papers were carrying 
sordid reports of the testim ony of 
Jam e s  Carey, one of the assassin s , 
who h ad  tu rn ed  inform ant. 
According to the  Sydney dailies 
there  w as ‘strong  reason  to believe 
th a t  the  a ssa ss in s  im plicated 
in the  outrages a t Dublin and 
elsewhere were provided with 
m oney from a  “m urder fund” raised 
an d  m ain ta ined  by the  Irish Land 
League’. And here were Jo h n  and 
William Redm ond freshly arrived 
in Sydney to prom ote the cause 
and  to raise  funds for the league’s 
successor. The prejudicial effect 
of C arey’s evidence on Redm ond’s 
m ission w as palpable, particularly  
as  th e  p ress reports included 
C arey’s detailed descrip tions of 
how the  gruesom e m urders were 
carried  out.

The Daily Telegraph was quick to 
judge: ‘[W]e have the new s ... of the  discovery th a t  the  Phoenix Park and  other 
m urders  were instigated  by the  Irish Land League, and  th a t  there  w as actually 
in th a t  League a  “m urder fund” and  an  “a s sa s s in s ’ com m ittee’”. It described 
Redm ond as ‘an  itin eran t p reacher of sed ition’. The Echo claim ed th a t the Land 
League ‘according to las t accounts, had  devoted its funds to assa ss in a tio n ’, 
th a t it ‘s tinks  in the nostrils  of decent people all over the  civilised w orld’ and 
th a t it ‘h a s  devoted a  portion of its funds to the  hiring of a ssa ss in s  and  the 
em ploym ent of m iserable w retches who will participate  in m u rd e r’. While m ost 
new spapers largely accepted th a t  the  Land League w as not directly responsible 
for the  m urders, they  nevertheless contended  th a t  the  league had  created  the 
a tm osphere  in w hich the  crim es occurred. The Echo w ent fu rther, claiming, The 
connection betw een the organisation  and  the assass in a tio n s  seem s too clear 
even to adm it a  d o u b t’. The Echo becam e obsessed  w ith Redm ond, devoting 
m any of its leading articles to him  and  his m ission, u sually  in an  offensive 
tone. In one editorial it claim ed th a t  Redm ond’s teachings ‘should  not be less 
d readed  th an  the  im planting of germ s of sm allpox or cholera or any horrible 
d isease ’.

It w as in  th is  a tm osphere  th a t Redm ond prepared  to address the  people of 
Sydney on T hursday  22 February . R edm ond’s m eeting was packed out well 
before th e  advertised  sta rting  tim e. JG  O’Connor, one of Sydney’s leading Irish 
na tiona lis ts , took the  chair an d  the  platform  w as occupied by a  num ber of 
private citizens and  several Catholic p riests  -  b u t no b ishops and  no m em bers of 
parliam ent. The well-to-do Irish had  stayed away. U ndeterred  by the a ttacks on 
him , Redm ond cam e ou t swinging. He im m ediately accused  the  Sydney press of
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extraordinary  ignorance of the  political situa tion  in Ireland w hich caused  them  
to m ake s ta tem en ts  which, if they  were no t caused  by ignorance, he would 
have to characterise  as  ‘m alicious an d  crim inal falsehoods’. Redm ond said  he 
treated  w ith d isdain  accusa tions of h is disloyalty, saying th a t su ch  accusa tions 
would not d istrac t him  from the  m ain  pu rpose  of h is visit to Sydney, to speak  
of the Irish cause. He then  add ressed  th e  m eeting on the  Land League and  
its work before dealing w ith the  recen t allegations su rro u n d in g  the  Phoenix 
Park m urders. The audience, com posed largely of people whom  The Freem an’s  
Journal described as ‘m ost appreciative and  e n th u s ia s tic ’, app lauded  him  
loudly.
However, som e of Redm ond’s suppo rte rs  were to cause  him  em b arrassm en t 
a  fortnight la ter w hen their en th u s ia sm  tu rn ed  to violence. On th e  evening 
of 6 M arch a  group of h is su ppo rte rs  a ttem pted  to d isru p t a  m eeting a t the 
P ro testan t Hall in C astlereagh Street. The m eeting h ad  been convened by the 
Mayor of Sydney, Alderm an H arris, a t the  request of a  group of citizens of 
Sydney who w ished to p ro test aga in st the  m ission of the  Redm ond bro thers. 
Chaired by the  m ayor, the  m eeting a ttrac ted  a  large audience bo th  inside 
and  outside the  hall, including, according to the  Herald, ‘an  organised body 
of d issen tien ts’. These d issen tien ts  in te rru p ted  the  speeches by howling and  
groaning, while fights broke ou t in the  audience a t regu lar intervals. At one 
point, chairs and  sticks were u sed  as w eapons in a  braw l th a t  in te rru p ted  the 
m eeting for abou t a  q u a rte r  of an  hour. The Herald claim ed th a t  Sir Henry 
Parkes, one of the  m ain  speakers a t the  m eeting, h ad  been th rea ten ed  w ith 
violence and  barely escaped in tac t. Parkes w as a  form er prem ier well know n for 
his anti-Irish  and anti-C atholic a ttitudes.
At a  m eeting in B a th u rs t la te r in the  week, Redm ond expressed  regret for w hat 
had  taken  place in Sydney. B ut the  dam age h ad  been done, giving R edm ond’s 
opponents a  free kick: ‘It is ev ident,’ opined The Daily Telegraph, ‘th a t  Mr 
Redmond is regarded in h is true  light as a  public enem y, a  d is tu rb e r of the 
peace, a  breeder of strife and  faction, and  a  dangerous advocate of rebellion, if 
not of ac tual bloodshed. The sooner we are  rid of such  m en as  th is the b e tte r’.
In Q ueensland  the p ress  w as less aggressive th a n  in  Sydney. In B risbane 
Redm ond’s m ain add ress w as a t the  Theatre Royal on Friday 13 April a ttended  
by abou t 1000 people and  chaired  by Dr Kevin Izod O’Doherty, a  veteran  of the 
1848 rising. In the  lecture entitled  ‘Self-governm ent’, Redm ond explained w hat 
he m ean t by hom e rule, nam ely, th a t  Ireland w anted  no m ore in the  way of self- 
governm ent th an  w hat the A ustralian  colonies enjoyed. A lthough The Brisbane  
Courier m ade clear its opposition to Irish hom e ru le an d  its belief th a t  the  Land 
League was responsible for m uch  of the  u n re s t in  Ireland, it nevertheless spoke 
in generally favourable term s of Redm ond him self and  set ou t its a rgum en ts on 
the issues rationally  an d  in a  tone of m oderation, d istingu ish ing  itself on bo th  
counts from m uch  of the  Sydney and  M elbourne p ress.
Despite the rational way in w hich the  Courier p u t its a rgum en ts, in co n tra s t to 
the near hysteria  of m any of the  so u th e rn  dailies, its reason ing  revealed th a t  it 
shared  w ith them  an  Anglo-centric perspective of th e  Irish question , viewing it 
th rough the lens of English self-interest. To them , w hat m ight be in  the  in te rests  
of the Irish people w as not a  relevant consideration. The Courier’s a rgum en t 
contained an  implicit assum p tion  (to p a ra p h rase  H enry Ford): “w h a t’s good for 
England is good for Ire land’.
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B ut in Victoria Redmond 
faced not only opposition to 
h is ideas b u t also hostility 
to h is audacity  in daring 
to express them . Before 
Redm ond had  even spoken 
publicly in  M elbourne The 
Argus in its edition of 1 Ju n e  
fired a  sho t across Redm ond’s 
bow in response to an  appeal 
he had  m ade ‘th a t  he should 
no t be condem ned unheard  
and  by p rejudice’. In its 
leader, covering a  full colum n 
and  a  quarter, the editor 
rejected Redm ond’s appeal, 
justify ing his new spaper’s 
pre-em ptive approach  by 
describing the Land League 
as a  body against which the 
English governm ent had  been 
forced to wage a  determ ined 
struggle. In the opinion of 
The Argus, V ictorians who 
donated  m oney to the  League 
could not com plain if their 
fellow colonists regarded 
them  as ‘m en who, after 
w arning, succour the Q ueen’s 

enem ies’. From  the  ou tse t The Argus m ade it clear; a s  far a s  it and  any right- 
th ink ing  loyal citizen w as concerned, Redm ond shou ld  not receive a  fair hearing 
in  Victoria. R ather th a n  being apologetic abou t su ch  an  illiberal a ttitude , The 
Argus m ade a  v irtue of it, proclaim ing self-righteously: T h u s  it is necessaiy  to 
m ake a  choice. We canno t serve God an d  B aal’.

The hostility of the  p ress was m atched  by m any local au thorities who refused 
the  R edm onds perm ission to hold m eetings in their com m unity halls, often 
after a  b itte r debate  th a t  split th e  local com m unity. This w as a  problem  they 
faced in m any cities and  tow ns th ro u g h o u t the  tour. B ut the  local Irish refused 
to be denied the  opportunity  to h ea r the  envoys speak. In some cases they held 
m eetings in the Catholic school or in an  auction  room, or they erected a  ten t or 
h u n g  a  large ta rp au lin  from the  side of a  building. In G oulburn they even built 
their own hall to accom m odate the  m eeting.

Ironically, the  pro- and  anti-R edm ond forces in A ustralia  found common cause 
a t the  end of Ju ly  w hen new s reached  the  colony th a t  a  ship  from London was 
carrying m em bers of the  Invincibles who had  tu rn ed  inform ants and  th a t the 
B ritish governm ent in tended  to settle them  in M elbourne. Both sides lined up 
aga inst the  im perial governm ent, dem anding  th a t the  colonial governm ents 
take steps to en su re  th a t the  th ree  inform ants did not land in Australia. At 
Adelaide and  M elbourne police boarded the ship  and  prevented the  m en from
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disem barking. Before the  ship  m oored in Sydney, the  B ritish  governm ent 
relented and  re tu rn ed  the  inform ants to England.

M ix e d  r e a c t io n  f r o m  t h e  I r is h  c o m m u n it y

Given the context of the  to u r an d  the  hostility  of the  p re s s ’s coverage of it, 
one can  appreciate why som e of the  colonial Irish  in  Sydney, B risbane and  
M elbourne m ight have been  re lu c tan t to a tten d  Redm ond’s m eetings. Yet, their 
absten tion  clearly u p se t the  bro thers. On 5 Ju n e , a t the  first of a  series of 
three m eetings in M elbourne, m any of the  city’s leading Irishm en were ab sen t 
from w hat was otherw ise a  w ell-attended event. Giving vent to h is feelings, 
William Redm ond referred in  h is speech  to ‘cowardly Irishm en who h a d n ’t the 
com m on m anliness to s tan d  by their side and  adhere  to the  principles w hich 
they professed to ho ld’.

Two days later, a t the  second m eeting of the  series, F rank  G avan Duffy, son  of 
Charles Gavan Duffy who h ad  em igrated to A ustralia  w ith h is family in  1856, 
objected to William R edm ond’s reference to ‘cowardly Irishm en’. Duffy said  th a t 
in the light of Redm ond’s own sacrifices for the  cause  he m ight ‘th in k  little of 
the sacrifices colonial Irishm en had  m ade, b u t he little know s w hat colonial 
Irishm en sacrifice in  following their consciences in  th a t  m a tte r’. Duffy had  a  
point. M any who overtly supported  the  Redm onds paid  the  price in term s of 
loss of em ploym ent as  well as  social ostracism . B ut it w as no t only the  fear 
of reprisals th a t  d issuaded  m any from tu rn in g  out. Some would have been 
repelled by the prejudicial reports em anating  from D ublin during  the  Phoenix 
Park m urder trials. After all, w here there  is sm oke . . . .

If the well-off Irish gave the  Redm onds a  wide berth , the  less well-off were 
not so easily d issuaded . In cities, tow ns and  villages their welcome w as w arm  
and  en thusiastic . Today it is difficult to im agine two m inor politicians visiting 
A ustralia from overseas a ttrac tin g  su ch  in te rest or invoking su ch  public 
displays as did the Redm ond b ro thers  in  1883. Their reception w as m ore ak in  
to th a t afforded in recen t tim es to p residen ts  of the  United S tates.

In Sydney the  St P atrick ’s Day celebrations a t a  p a rk  a t Botany Bay provided 
an  opportunity  for ordinary  Irish m en an d  w om en to welcome the  Redm ond 
bro thers to Sydney. More th a n  3000 tu rn e d  ou t to w hat The F reem an’s  Journal 
described as ‘the largest and  m ost orderly an d  m ost thoroughly  national 
gathering ever held in  the  city of Sydney [with] the  exception p e rh ap s of the 
O’Connell C entenary  celebration [in 1875]’.

Such scenes were to be repeated  tim e and  again. At Tenterfield in April, Jo h n  
Redmond, who had  been driven in a  carriage from S tan tho rpe  in Q ueensland , 
was m et ju s t  outside the  town an d  escorted  to h is hotel by a  cavalcade of 
horsem en and  buggies com prising som e 200 persons w ith m any m ore lining 
the route cheering him  along the  way. T hat n ight in  addressing  a  crowded 
m eeting Redm ond castigated  the  local MP, Sir Henry Parkes, calling him  a 
‘political c h a rla ta n ’. A few days before Parkes h ad  unsuccessfu lly  moved in the 
Legislative Assembly th a t  a  loyal add ress be sen t to Q ueen Victoria strongly 
disapproving of ‘the disloyal ag itations w hich have been set on foot in ou r m idst 
by s tran g e rs’ (i.e. the  Redm ond brothers). After Tenterfield Redm ond w as driven 
from Bolivia Hill to Emmaville and  on to Inverell by a  Mr Flannery, w hose ‘team  
of splendid greys, decked w ith green ribbons, w as loudly cheered as it passed
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along’. V enues w here the  Redm onds spoke were usua lly  well decorated and 
often decked o u t in  green bunting .
At W arrnam bool, Victoria, Redm ond received w hat The Advocate  described as 
‘the  m ost e n th u s ia s tic  receptions he h a s  received since he cam e to A ustralia’. 
Driven from Garvoc, he w as m et a t Allansford Ju n c tio n  by several hundred  
well-w ishers an d  a  procession form ed in  h is honour. It w as a  mile in length 
com prising 500 people. After a  reception w here several illum inated addresses 
were p resen ted , Redm ond, who wore an  orange and  green rosette, gave a  lecture 
th a t  evening a t St Jo se p h ’s school to an  audience of 700 people.

Being 12 000 m iles from hom e, it m u st have given the  Redm onds a  real buzz to 
receive su ch  a  w arm  welcome from their com patrio ts. And no doubt it helped to 
su s ta in  them  w hen they  cam e u n d e r b itte r a ttack  from the  A ustralian  p ress or 
were ignored by the  well-off Irish. William would have been particu larly  buoyed 
by the  su p p o rt he received from the  A ustralian  Irish in  securing a  seat in the 
W estm inster parliam ent. On 17 Ju ly  a  by-election w as held for the  seat of 
Wexford Borough, m ade vacan t w hen Tim othy Healy transferred  to M onaghan. 
W hen new s of the  im pending vacancy was received in  M elbourne, the Irish 
National League in A ustralia  sen t a  cable to Parnell s ta ting  th a t  the  Irishm en 
of A ustralia  were anxious th a t William Redm ond shou ld  be nom inated  for the 
sea t and  th a t  they  would pay all h is election expenses. Despite Redm ond’s 
absence from Ireland w hen the  ballot w as held, he easily won the  seat and  the 
A ustralian  Irish  claim ed credit for h is victory.

W e d d in g  B e l l s

The o ther joy the  b ro thers  experienced during  their visit to A ustralia was th a t 
of finding love. In A ugust, Redm ond delayed his in tended  trip  to New Zealand. 
The F reem an’s  Journal explained why:

It is not business in the strict se n se  o f  the term that has delayed  Mr Redmond, 
but som ething more in the w a y  o f  romance, fo r  it is no secret that the honourable 
gentlem an is to be married very shortly to M iss Dalton, a near relative o f  Mr 
Thomas Dalton MLA o f  North Shore. The interesting ceremony, w e believe, will 
take  p lace about the 4 th  o f  September.

The bride to be w as J o h a n n a  D alton, th e  half-sister of the  Dalton brothers, 
Ja m e s  and  Thom as, the  colony’s richest an d  m ost successfu l Irish businessm en. 
Rare am ong the  colony’s better-off Irish, the  D altons h ad  been prom inent in 
their su p p o rt of the  Redm onds.
Ja m e s  D alton, a  leading citizen and  m agistra te  in  the  town of Orange, had  
hosted  them  a t h is coun try  m ansion  D untryleague w hen they visited the town 
in M arch an d  la te r accom panied them  on p a rt of their Victorian tour. But 
D alton paid  a  price for h is support. At O range he h ad  p resen ted  Redmond 
w ith an  add ress  formally welcoming him  to the  d istrict. The address referred 
to Redm ond as one of the  ab lest of Parnell’s lieu ten an ts  and  ‘a  m em ber of th a t 
noble b an d  w hich h a s  won a  w orld’s adm iration  by its reso lu te  resistance to 
the  oppressive proceedings of a  foreign se n a te ’. D alton’s address raised  the ire 
of colonial loyalists. In parliam ent he w as accused  of being disloyal and  soon 
thereafter he w as d ism issed  from office along w ith two o ther Orange m agistrates, 
Michael Casey an d  Patrick  B urke, w hose nam es were also appended to the 
address.
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However, on T uesday 4 Septem ber su ch  u n p lea sa n t b u s in ess  w as p u t to one 
side w hen Jo h n  Redm ond and  J o h a n n a  Dalton were m arried  a t St M ary’s 
C hurch, North Sydney. T hat afternoon, after a  reception a t Thom as D alton’s 
nearby residence, W heatleigh, the  newly-weds left for Moss Vale and  th en  
travelled to M elbourne for their honeym oon.
There was a  sou r note to the  proceedings. The m arriage had  no t pleased 
everyone in Redm ond’s inner circle, including Thom as C urran , proprie to r of 
Pfhalert’s Hotel, where the  Redm onds h ad  been  staying, an d  JG  O’Connor. 
The day before the wedding, C urran , who h ad  not been  invited, gave vent to 
his feelings, telling O ’C onnor th a t the  Redm onds were ‘a  pack  of sc ru b b e rs ’ 
and th a t Jo h n  Redm ond w as only an  adven tu rer who cam e to A ustralia  to look 
for a wife and  fortune. William, on overhearing the  conversation, dem anded  
an  apology. C urran  refused and  in stead  ru sh e d  a t William and  knocked him  
down. The Redm onds and  o thers in their group th en  cleared ou t from the  hotel. 
Despite concerns th a t the row would become public  knowledge, the  s to iy  was 
not reported in the  press.
While Jo h n  had  secured  him self a  wife by m arrying Jo h a n n a , h is younger 
bro ther had  not been idle. While in New S outh  Wales William h ad  sp en t some 
time in Orange a t the  hom e of Ja m e s  Dalton, where he h ad  courted  D alton’s 
eldest daugh ter Eleanor. They would m arry  in London in 1886.
U nfortunately for Jo h n  h is m arriage to Jo h a n n a  did not las t long. She died in 
1889, leaving three children. In 1899 Jo h n  rem arried , th is  tim e to Ada Beesley, 
an  English P ro testan t who survived him. They h ad  no children.

C o n c l u s io n

On 6 December, Jo h n  and  William Redm ond together w ith Jo h a n n a  left Sydney 
on board the Zealandia  bound  for Am erica and  th en  hom e. T hus ended the  
b ro th e rs’ exhausting  ten -m o n th ’s visit to the  Antipodes. While the  cities and  
m ajor towns they visited were linked by coastal sh ipping  or rail, travel in 
between w as by horse-draw n vehicles. As a  resu lt, the  Redm onds sp en t m uch  
of their tim e in overland coaches and  on bone-rattling  w agons m oving from 
one isolated farm ing or m ining se ttlem ent to an o th er over ru tte d  roads. It was 
a  rem arkable feat of physical endurance , w hich often took its toll, w ith both  
brothers falling ill a  num ber of tim es du ring  their stay, while Willie a t one 
time had  to undergo surgery. Apart from the  physical s tra in , the  to u r w as 
emotionally stressfu l as well.
As we have seen, it occurred a t a  m ost unp rop itious tim e, w ith the  sensational 
evidence of Jam es  Carey casting  a  pall of susp icion  over the  Irish  National 
League and  the  Redm onds them selves a t a  tim e w hen the  Irish  in A ustralia  
were already u n d e r a ttack  because  of chronic m is tru s t an d  regu lar reports of 
agrarian  violence in Ireland during  the  Land War. As a  resu lt, m any  prom inent 
Irishm en and  m any senior clergy d istanced  them selves from the  Redm onds. 
The bishops of the  th ree  largest sees in A ustralia  (Sydney, M elbourne, and  
Brisbane) were conspicuously  absen t. Nevertheless, despite  the  reluctance 
of the  A ustralian  Irish gentry, the  hostility  of the m etropolitan  p ress  and  the 
difficulties in securing  su itab le  venues, the  ord inary  Irish tu rn e d  o u t in droves. 
In the resu lt, the  to u r w as an  und o u b ted  success, m easu red  in  term s of both  
the num bers who heard  the  m essage and  the  am o u n t of m oney raised  -  more 
th an  £15 000.
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By the  end of the  Redm ond b ro th e rs ’ m ission the  A ustralian  public was m uch 
better inform ed on the  Irish  question  th a n  before, having heard  the Irish side 
from Irishm en ra th e r  th a n  th rough  the filter of the  English cable news services. 
In th a t  respect, therefore, it m ight also be said th a t  for ten  m onths in 1883 
the  A ustralian  p ress, th rough  its w idespread coverage of the tour and  in spite 
of itself, did m ore to prom ote the  cause  of Irish hom e rule in A ustralia th an  
Redm ond could ever have hoped to do on his own.

E n d n o t e s

1 I give a more detailed account of the Redmond brothers’ tour of Australia, including source 
citations, in The Redmond Brothers’ Australian Tour 1883: A Narrative Account’
(h ttp s ://je ffk ild ea . com /w p-con ten t/up loads/2020 /07 /R edm ond-B ro thers’-Australian-Tour. 
pdf).
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